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WHOLE SCHOOL
The Christmas spirit has been in full flow this week in school. On Tuesday Reverend Anna visited us for our Carol 
Service, due to the icy weather we thought this a better option than taking all the children to Church.

On Thursday the staff were treated to a special gift from the children, an amazing performance of “We Wish 
you a Merry Christmas” which they had learnt to sign!

Christmas lunch was also enjoyed by both children and staff on Thursday. A fabulous time was had by all. Thank 
you so much to Michelle and her team for such a lovely meal!

This morning the children were treated to a panto led by the staff. 
Rumour has it that the Ugly Sisters were up to no good!



RECEPTION
We are so proud of all of the children in Reception for their dazzling performances on stage this week for their 
Nativity! They all showed the Wray Common Value of courage as they performed their lines loudly and clearly 
sang like superstars!

SNOW!
The children had great fun in the snow on Monday!



YEAR 5
In Year 5, the children have created a wide range of wonderful artwork depicting the characters and settings 
from ‘The Wind in the Willows’ by Kenneth Grahame, which they have explored in this term’s English lessons. 
Their ‘Brain Builds’ include 3D models, paintings, drawings, 3-D printed objects and even some Minecraft world-
building videos!

We were also inspired by the weather this week and created some Arctic scenes using black and white chalks. 
This was building on our sketching unit where we have created perspective by creating a horizon and thinking 
about the size of objects in the distance.



YEAR 1
There was a good deal of commotion this week and plenty of excitement in our Bethlehem stable, when the 
animals realised there was a baby in their barn! Year 1 performed their Nativity 'Born in a Barn' beautifully. 
Singing loudly, speaking clearly and entertaining everyone. 

The cows, sheep, pigs, cat and cockerel all learned about their special guest from the donkey that brought him 
and the guests that followed. As more and more visitors arrived to greet the new king, the animals slowly 
realised what a privilege it was to share their home with such an important baby.

YEAR 4
This week, Year 4 have been creating their own torch to celebrate the end of our Bright Sparks topic. We 
gathered research from KS2 as to what they thought would make a good torch. Construction began as you can 
see using lots of skills including our perseverance CAPTURE skill. Here are some of our efforts that we cannot 
wait to take home.



STAFF CHANGES
At the end of this term we say farewell to Miss Purkiss who is 
leaving to spend more time with her family.
Miss Hocking will not be returning after maternity leave.
Mrs Hammond is moving onto pastures new after 7 years at 
Wray Common.

In January we will be welcoming Mrs Perera who is joining 
Wray Common as a class teacher in 2PG.

INFORMATION SESSIONS
Miss Kober is running an information session
for parents and carers about Zones of 
Regulation.

This is a programme we use across the school 
to support children in identifying and 
managing their feelings.

The session will take place on Tuesday 10th 
January, between 9:00am and 10:00am - with 
tea and coffee available from 8:50am.

This is intended to be an informal information 
session where Miss Kober will share 
information about the programme to support 
parents and carers in using it at home with 
their children. There will be time for 
discussion and questions as well.
We hope to see as many of you as can make it, 
there.

GUARDIANS OF OUR PLANET
We are excited to announce our Guardians of our Planet Christmas challenge! 

We would love for the children to take their knowledge and passion for protecting the planet and share this 
with their local and wider community. Children will be bringing home a collection of challenges all of which will 
have a positive impact on the planet. If children wish to take part in the challenge, they can choose which of 
the activities they would like to do, some are simple and some will require more effort but hopefully there is 
something for everyone. There will be a small prize awarded in January to children who take part and although 
there is no need to provide us with evidence, we would absolutely love to see photos and projects of what you 
have been up to! There are no minimum or maximum number of challenges required - just have fun and make a 
difference! See page 8 of this newsletter.

In assembly this week we celebrated how children completed the challenges that were set over summer.

SAFEGUARDING TRAINING
If you would like to become a Volunteer helper during the 
Spring term, it is essential that you attend one of our 
induction and safeguarding training sessions. They will be 
taking place in school on Friday 3rd February at 9:00am and 
Thursday 9th February at 2pm. If you have not been into 
School to help during the Autumn term you will need to 
complete this training and also have a valid DBS.

If you would like to take part please let the School Office 
know via email at info@wray-common.surrey.sch.uk

mailto:info@wray-common.surrey.sch.uk


COMMUNITY MATTERS
Christmas can be a difficult time for some, below are local sources of support that will be available through the 
festive holidays for children, young people and their families in Surrey.

For children and young people in crisis

Mindworks 
If you are worried about a child or young person aged 6 plus, please call Mindworks 24/7 mental health crisis 
line free on 0800 915 4644 to talk with a trained call handler who will provide advice, support and signposting to 
a range of community services. It’s open all day and all night, seven days a week. You can use the number 
whether or not you are already receiving mental health services. No formal request for support is needed.
In an emergency, please dial 999 or 112 from a mobile.

Advice and support for children and young people 

Mindworks Surrey 
Mindworks Surrey is the emotional wellbeing and mental health service for children, young people and families. 
It offers an extensive range of advice, support and treatment provided by an alliance of NHS and voluntary 
sector providers.  Families can request support themselves or through their school or GP. Call the Access and 
Advice team on 0300 222 5755 or go to the Mindworks website.

Kooth
Kooth provides a welcoming space for digital mental health care, available to all.
You can access further advice and support through the Healthy Surrey website.

Every Mind Matters
The NHS’s Every Mind Matters has some very helpful videos aimed at young people, especially on self-care tips 
to help manage emotional well-being.

For an extensive list of local and national support through the festive holidays please visit Surrey Youth Voice.

For parents and carers 
For parents and carers that may need support with their own mental health and emotional wellbeing please visit 
the Healthy Surrey website. The Wheel of Well-being is a tool which can help you improve your wellbeing in six 
different ways.

SAFETY AROUND WATER FROM SURREY FIRE & RESCUE
Children and young people love to play, it is how they learn and build relationships.

On cold winter days when there is snow there are lots of fun activities to do like: building a snowman, making 
snow angels, going on snow walks, going on sleigh rides.

As fun as these activities are, it’s important that we remind children and young people of the dangers 
associated with snow and ice.

• To keep away from frozen lakes and bodies of water – the bankside of rivers and lakes maybe slippery and a 
fall could result in entering the water.

• Although a lake or pond may appear completely frozen, there is no way of knowing how thick the ice is, 
whether it will hold a person’s weight, or the depth of water is under the ice.

• Water and Ice is very cold, hypothermia can set in quickly if a person falls into the water. 

Please remind your children:

• Keep off ice formed on bodies of water – it is temporary and in a state of change.
• Stay a safe distance away from the edge of rivers and ponds, so if you do slip

over you don’t fall onto ice formed on a pond or river.
• Whenever possible, it is best to stick to well-lit journey routes, use a torch at

night to help you keep on the path, wear warm clothing and stay away from
water.

• Play in groups so if someone does need help it is easier to summon assistance.

https://www.mindworks-surrey.org/
https://www.healthysurrey.org.uk/mental-wellbeing
https://www.nhs.uk/every-mind-matters/mental-wellbeing-tips/youth-mental-health/
https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/youth-voice/cya/support-during-the-holidays
https://www.healthysurrey.org.uk/mental-wellbeing
https://www.healthysurrey.org.uk/mental-wellbeing/adults/wheel-of-well-being


UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday 16th Dec – Break up for Christmas holidays 
KS1 1:35pm / KS2 1:40pm

Tuesday 3rd Jan 2023 – INSET DAY

Wednesday 4th Jan – First Day of Spring
Term for Children

HONOUR BOOK
1P Amelia For demonstrating courage to put her hand up more frequently in class discussions – well done!
1RL Amatullah For collaborating beautifully by listening as well as talking with her talk partner.

2B Emeer For being so considerate to others in his class and making sure everyone feels visible.
2PG Billy For his excellent reflection about what he now knows about Castles that he didn’t know before. 

3J Isla For collaborating well with other children during computing this week by helping them when 
they were stuck. 

3S Louie For persevering and collaborating when coding in computing yesterday.

4FA Matylda For always demonstrating the Wray Common Values especially when it comes to tidying after we 
have been making our torches.

4FL Sybi For persevering in maths this week. Sybi took it upon herself to do extra maths at home to help 
her understanding!

5B Zac For being a wonderful, supportive learning partner this week.
5E Iona For being ‘on fire’ this week in her maths when reading graphs. Using, thinking, reflecting and 

persevering when interpreting the data.
5T Ahmad      For always being so considerate and respectful of others, a true Wray Common citizen. 

6B Aidan For using great collaboration, reflection and thinking skills when providing peer feedback on 
other groups’ stop frame animations. 

6C Kimberly For using all the key skills and creating a fantastic impressionist artwork on canvas.

Merry Christmas!
and Best Wishes for a Happy and Healthy 2023!

THANK YOU FROM THE 
OFFICE!

From all of us in the office, a great big THANK YOU for 
all of the wonderful gifts, cards, generous words and 
kind thoughts we have received at
the end of this term. We greatly
appreciate your kind words and
generosity.

GREENSAND VACANCY
Kingswood Primary School is seeking to 
appoint an energetic and enthusiastic 
leader to guide them and further develop 
them in the next stage of their journey.

If you are looking for a new challenge or 
know someone who is please visit:

https://www.eteach.com/job/headteacher-
1294630

SEPTEMBER 2023
Please note that the 2023/24 academic year will start for 
children on Monday 4th September.

Friday 1st September will be an inset day for staff, further inset 
days for the rest of the year are still to be confirmed.

LIBRARY HELP
Are you free on Tuesday 24th January? Could you help us in the
library?
We have had a lot of generous book donations over the last few 
months but are struggling to get them onto our system. We are 
looking for some volunteers to cover the books and load them 
onto the system. You do not need to be DBS checked for this.
Please email the School Office on info@wray-
common.surrey.sch.uk if you can help.

https://www.eteach.com/job/headteacher-1294630
mailto:info@wray-common.surrey.sch.uk


Christmas Challenges
Guardian’s of the Planet

Don’t buy too much food this Christmas—if you are able to buy a 
little extra, make a donation to the foodbank.

Whilst we are at home more, turn the lights off when you leave 
the room. Choose when you have your Christmas lights on. 

Turn off the TV when you leave the room. 

Buy wrapping paper that can be recycled—no glitter or foil type 
wrapping. 

Donate any unwanted toys to a charity shop so that someone else 
can have it for Christmas this year. 

When making a hot drink, boil the right amount of water. 

Plant a tree to replace your Christmas tree (if it is real) 

Cut the front of your Christmas cards off and use them as labels 
for next year. 

Reuse any left over food—could it be used in another meal?

Reduce the heating temperature in your home. 

Continue to use your car less—you could walk, use a bike or public 
transport. 

Create a bird feeder for your garden. 

These are just some ideas of how we can continue to be Guardian’s 
of the Planet - you can also think up some of your own! 





FRIENDS OF WRAY COMMON
What a great start to the year we have had. We’ve been busy with the fireworks event, small change 
challenge, artwork for Christmas, Elfridges, Rainbow Hampers, Christmas trees and the discos. Thank you for 
all of the support. Together we have raised a whopping £10,666.97! Funding requests are expected from the 
School early next year so we can continue to enrich the children’s learning. We wish you all a happy holiday.






