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GUARDIANS OF OUR PLANET SUMMER CHALLENGE 
Wow! What a year it has been to be a Guardian of our Planet at Wray Common. We have 
planted fruit trees; sown a wild flower meadow; begun to rewild areas of the school grounds; 
grown in the allotments; created a small pond from an allotment bed; learnt about British 
Wildlife; been on minibeast hunts; tested the quality of our soil; created art in nature and so 
much more! The children and grown ups at school have really risen to the challenge of becoming 
guardians this year and we can't wait to see what next year holds. 
 
We are excited to announce our Guardians of the Planet Summer Challenge! We would love for 
the children to take their knowledge and passion for protecting the planet and share this with their local and wider 
community. Children will be bringing home a large collection of challenges all of which will have a positive impact on 
the planet. If children wish to take part in the challenge, they can choose which of the activities they would like to 
do, some are simple and some will require more effort but hopefully there is something for everyone. There will be a 
small prize awarded in September to children who take part and although there is no need to provide us with 
evidence, we would absolutely love to see photos and projects of what you have been up to! There are no minimum or 
maximum number of challenges required - just have fun and make a difference! 
 
Have a lovely summer. 
 
Mrs Evans 
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YEAR 6 
Year 6 have had a very busy end to their time at Wray Common.  It started with the year group entertaining the 
parents and children with amazing performances of Aladdin.  All the children sang with gusto and performed their 
lines with confidence and enjoyment.  It was lovely to see the children so excited to perform.    
 
However, the performing did not end there... On Wednesday, Year 6 joined the school in performing on stage at the 
Harlequin. This half term, they had been learning a dance routine linked to Arabian Nights - our Lights, Camera, 
Action topic - and combined this with a few of our Aladdin songs to end the unit on a high.  
 
The children also had a 'red carpet' event on Thursday evening, where they enjoyed a last evening together as a 
year group- with great food (thanks Michelle and Di) and some dancing.  
 
And yet the spotlight moments still weren't finished yet... The last of their performances came in the form of the 
Leavers' Assembly, this morning. The children shared their memories, some poetry and a few songs to round off 
their time at Wray Common.  The Friends of Wray Common presented the children with autograph books, which 
were very well received.  
 
Mr Carter, Mr Goby, Mrs Ellis, Mrs Peach, Miss Courtney and Mr Harrison are very proud of how well you have 
performed throughout these various events.  
Well done Year 6. 



 

YEAR 5 
This blistering hot Tuesday, the children of Year 5 attended the World Premiere of their performances of The 
Tempest that they worked so hard on last term and edited last week. All the adults in Year 5 are so proud of what 
the children were able to create and were excited to celebrate the children's hard work with an Oscar style 
celebration with awards given out for best costume, best comedy performance, best dramatic performance and the 
best editing team. What a great event in a busy week which was a fitting conclusion to a fantastic year. 

  



LIGHTS CAMERA ACTION! 
Wow, what a finale to our Lights, Camera, Action whole school topic! The children were all 
incredible and performed with such courage, on the stage at The Harlequin Theatre. We are 
so proud of all of the children!  
 
As well as this, the children had the opportunity to share with the rest of the school their 
'learn a new skill' learning this week. A huge thank you to all of the staff for sharing your 
expertise! 
 

Wray Common not only made a mark on the audience 
on Wednesday but also on the staff of the Harlequin. 
It was really kind of Mr Phillipson at the Harlequin to 
send us this message: 
 
“I just wanted to pass some feedback on to you, 
following your visit to the Harlequin Theatre 
yesterday. 
 
I was extremely impressed at how well your students 
behaved while in the theatre, especially when it is 
still very hot. I have witnessed quite a few dance 
schools recently with the same aged children as you, 
who have not been so well behaved and it was really 
refreshing to see the opposite! They set themselves 
apart from the rest with so many smiles, positivity 
and respect that it was a true pleasure to work with 
them and make their performances come alive. 
 
It really was great to see so many children smiling, 
laughing and generally having fun and to see the 
creativity they came out with was truly amazing, even 
watching the teachers getting involved was great to 
see! 
 
Please pass this on to your fellow teachers and also 
your students, as you really do have a great team and 
incredible students.” 



YEAR 2 
In DT, Year 2 practised their chopping skills to make delicious fruit kebabs this week. 
 

YEAR 3 
Year 3 grew some vegetables from seed in the allotment this year.  This week we practised our chopping and peeling 
skills to combine ingredients to create a yogurt and cucumber dip which we ate with chopped and peeled carrots, 
peppers, pitta bread and chopped apple.  We talked about where the ingredients came from and created exciting 
packaging for our snack.  We had great fun trying our dips. 
 
Photos taken by Georgie following her new skills photography class.  



                             HONOUR BOOK                     

RGE  Harvey   For being an outstanding rocker on stage that would make Queen Barb proud!              
RW  Faye     For delivering her line brilliantly during the showcase of learning a new skill in assembly.      
                 
1VL  Rafaela   For amazing singing of our song at the Harlequin. You knew every line and sung your heart out!   
1W   Thea     For using a fantastic sentence starter in her letter to YR.  
                                                                  
2B   Tom     For showing so much courage during our Harlequin performance. We are so proud of your dance  
           moves!                        
2S   Olivia    For supporting others when rehearsing and performing at the Harlequin.               
                                                                     
3B   All of 3B  For showing amazing courage and incredible acting during their Harlequin performance. Not only  
           once but twice! We are so proud of you all!          
3J   All of 3J  For showing amazing courage and incredible acting during their Harlequin performance. Not only  
           once but twice! We are so proud of you all!     
                   
4B   Alexa    For being an absolute delight to teach all year round - your work ethic is extraordinary.        
4F   Eva     For always being determined to complete work to the best of her ability this year.         
4P   Erin     For excellent presentation of her Salvador Dali page in her sketch book.               
                                             
5B   Ella & Lola  For always showing a great can do attitude in their work resulting in great progress this year.   
5T   Katie    For stepping up at the last minute to introduce the acts at the Harlequin - a true performer!   
                            
6C   Owen    For an amazing attitude to learning all year and always following the Wray Common values.     
6E   Frankie T  For their star performance when introducing the different year groups at the Harlequin 
    & Lexi                 
6G   Holly     For incredible enthusiasm and effort across every subject throughout the year! 
      
     

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Monday 1st August—Price and Buckland cut off date 
for Uniform Orders 
 
Friday 2nd September—INSET DAY 
 
Monday 5th September—First Day 
of Autumn Term 
 
Monday 12th—School swimming 
starts 
 
 

SCHOOL SWIMMING 
School swimming lessons will start week commencing 12th September 2022 for: 
 

MON TUES WED THURS FRI 

  12:50-1:50 
1RL 

1:00-2:00 
5E 

1:00-2:00 
6B 

  

2:00-3:00  
5B 

1:50-2:50 
1P 

2:00-3:00 
5T 

2:00-3:00 
6C 

  

INFORMATION MEETINGS 
Looking ahead to the beginning of the next academic 
year, parents and carers are invited to a coffee morning 
(see dates below) where our teaching teams will tell you 
all about the academic year ahead—PE times, swimming 
sessions, Home Learning Journals, educational visits, year 
group organisation and more. Please make a note of your 
session date. 
 
Sessions will run in the Small Hall 
 
Tuesday 6th September—Year 3 8:50—9:20am 
Wednesday 7th September—Year 1 2:30—3:00pm 
Thursday 8th September—Year 2 2:30—3:00pm 
Friday 9th September—Year 4 8:50—9:20am 
 
Tuesday 13th September—Year 5 8:50—9:20am 
Wednesday 14th September—Year 6 2:30—3:00pm 
 
Monday 19th September—Year R 2:30—
3:00pm 
 
We hope you can join us! 

THANK YOU 
From all of us in the office, a great big THANK YOU  

for all of the wonderful gifts we have received at the 

end of this term. We greatly 

appreciate your kind words and 

generosity. 





 

Reduce, reuse, recycle challenges 
 
 
Help with the recycling at home – can you sort which items can be 
recycled and which cannot? Are you recycling everything that you can? Help your family and 
friends to be more aware of recycling. 
 
 

Begin recycling something you have not recycled before. Lots of supermarkets will recycle old carrier bags and soft 
plastics.  
https://www.about.sainsburys.co.uk/sustainability/plan-for-better/our-stories/2021/flexible-plastics 
 
 
Reduce your water use at home by: turning the tap off when you brush your teeth; having shorter showers or having 
shallower baths; only fill the kettle with the water you need etc. 
https://www.waterregsuk.co.uk/news/press-releases/80_of_brits_wasting_water_regularly/#:~:text=Taking%
20deeper%20baths%20than%20necessary,approximately%20six%20litres%20per%20minute 
 
 
Can you find a creative way to recycle and reuse something in your home that you would normally have thrown away? 
It could be something small like a plastic bottle or a sock, something big like a broken piece of furniture or anything 
in between. We would love to see photos of your projects. 
 
 
Donate any food you’re unlikely to eat to a local food bank or charity before it expires. Not only will this help to 
reduce waste but it will help our community too. 

 Nature and Wildlife Challenges 

 
Leave a patch of grass to ‘rewild’ (at least 1m²) between Spring and Autumn. You could add a blue heart to 
show your neighbours and friends it’s a patch for wildlife.  www.bluecampaignhub.com/  
 
Put out a bowl of water for wildlife all year round. Make sure to clean it, refill and break the ice if needed.  
 
Create a hedgehog hole along your fencing. Hedgehogs love our gardens to find food and make their nests, 
however they can’t get in when our fences go all the way to the ground. Create a hole the size of a CD (13cm wide) so hedgehogs can get in but 
it’s too small for our pets to escape. You can even put up a hedgehog highway sign! www.hedgehogstreet.org  
 
Litter pick with your parents. Litter is harmful to wildlife, and many are brought to wildlife rescues. By taking the time (even 5 minutes) to pick 
up litter on the way home from school or on a walk you can help wildlife. Make sure to wear gloves! 
 
See what wildlife you have! This can be in the garden or on a walk! Maybe you can go on a minibeast hunt, smell the flowers, listen to the bird song 
or look for footprints. 
 
Make bird feeders to hang in your garden or in a local woods. Here is an example https://www.rspb.org.uk/fun-and-learning/for-kids/games-and-
activities/activities/make-a-recycled-bird-feeder/  
 
Create log piles for creatures like beetles, worms, stag beetles, woodlice and millipedes. Other animals like frogs, toads, newts and hedgehogs 
may use the log pile to find food and even hibernate over winter! A log pile is best placed in a shady spot. It could be made from twigs or bigger 
branches. www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-make-log-shelter  
 
Build a pond. It doesn’t have to be big, just the size of a bucket will do! This is an amazing home for creatures like baby dragonflies, water 
beetles, frogs and newts. Other animals will enjoy the water too, like birds who will wash their feathers and get a drink! 
 
Make a solitary bee home. This is made from wood with holes drilled in, or bamboo sticks. Solitary bees will lay their eggs inside. Place in a sunny 
spot close to flowers! www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-make-bee-hotel  
 
Build a bird box, whether it’s for blue tits, great tits, robins or swallows. Birds normally nest in trees or bushes, but providing extra homes for 
them is great! This is a fun DIY project to do by March. www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-build-nesting-box-birds  
 
Create a mini wildflower meadow! www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/how-grow-wild-patch-or-mini-meadow 
 
Grow some flowers! These could be from seed in the spring or bulbs in the autumn. Pollinators like bees, butterflies and moths love flowers for 
their nectar. Maybe you can grow flowers into the ground, in pots or even window boxes. Plants like sunflowers, crocuses (bulb), lavender and 
other herbs would be loved by our insects. www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions/best-plants-bees-and-pollinators  

 

Guardians of  
our Planet 
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Sustainability Challenges  
Eat less meat – could you and your family take part in one meat free dinner a week? Meat Free 
Monday for example. https://meatfreemondays.com/ 
 
Planting fruits and vegetables – what can you plant at home? Can you help to look after the plants – 
what will they need to grow successfully? https://www.bbcgoodfood.com/howto/guide/easy-crops-
kids-grow  
 
Flower planting – planting and growing flowers can be lots of fun and make garden spaces and windowsills look beautiful. But they 
are also really important for insects and wildlife. Can you help to plant and grow any flowers? If you do not have a garden, 
perhaps you could ask a family member or friend who does if you could grow some in their garden. 
 
Stop leaving appliances on standby! TVs, games consoles and computers all use power when left on standby. If you’re not using it, 
switch it off at the plug and save electricity! 
 
Save some energy! Go 1/2/3 hours without using electrical devices (phones, computers, consoles and TVs). You could get outside 
and play or explore, or read a book! 
 
Can you mend your clothes? If you have a pair of old socks with a hole, or a jacket missing a button, why not try and repair it 
instead of buying a new one? 
 
Make a conscious effort to walk more – are there any trips that you do in the week that you could walk instead of going in the 
car? Cars emit harmful gases into the air that cause air pollution. If we can reduce the amount we use our cars, the air quality 
will be better for us, animals and wildlife. 
 
Have a toy and book exchange – get together with some of your friends and family and find some toys and books that you no 
longer play with. Rather than throwing them away and buying new ones, can you exchange with your friends? It will feel like you 
all have new toys and books while reducing your waste. 
 
Take your own bags whenever you go shopping – not just to the supermarket. 
 
Eat seasonably! Look up a seasonal food calendar and plan a meal using seasonal vegetables                                        
https://eatseasonably.co.uk/ 

  Research Challenges  

 
 
Research about the trees that are in your local area. Create a presentation to help 
others learn about them too. You could make a poster, a book, a video, an online 
presentation etc. 
 
Research about reduce, reuse, recycle and create a presentation that you can share with friends and family. You 
might make a poster, a book, a video an online presentation etc. 
 
Research about British wildlife, you might like to choose a specific animal or insect. Create a presentation to share 
with friends and family to help them to learn too. You could make a poster, a book, a video, an online presentation 
etc.  
 
Research someone who has had a big impact on the environment and nature. Joycelyn Longdon, Greta Thunberg and 
David Attenborough are just a few. Create a presentation to help others learn about them too. You could make a 
poster, a book, a video, an online presentation etc. 
 
Contact your local MP about an environmental issue you’re passionate about! 
https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/contact-an-mp-or-lord/contact-your-mp/ 
 
Research a topic of your choice to help you learn more about being a Guardian of our Planet. You could share your 
research with family and friends to help others learn too.  
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